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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH. 


THE following discourse was delivered by President Joseph F. Smith in 
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday, January 8, 1893: 

I need not say that it is unexpected to me to be called upon to address 
you this afternoon, although that may be the fact. I can say truthfully 
that I feel exceedingly dependent for what I shall say upon the prompt- 
ings of the Spirit. In my feelings I shrink very much from attempting 
to speak to you this afternoon, and unless the Lord helps me and the 
Saints will sustain me by their faith and prayers, I shall not be able to 
interest you very much or to occupy much time. On being spoken to, 
however, by President Geo. Q. Cannon, my mind reverted to a revelation 
in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, which I feel prompted to read ; 
although whenever I do read from the Bible, or the Book of Mormon, or 
the Doctrines and Covenants I feel almost as though I should apologize to 
the Latter-day Saints, for the reason that it is supposable that as Latter- 
day Saints we are perfectly familiar with the revelations contained in the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, with the contents of the Book of Mormon, 
and with the doctrines of Christ found in the Bible. It is fair to presume 
that the Latter-day Saints read these books and contemplate the principles 
and instructions there to be found, and that they are endeavoring, accord- 
ing to the best light and knowledge which they possess, to apply these 
principles in their lives, in order that they may be what the Lord desires 
they should be—His people, a righteous people, and a people who have 
faith in God and who honor His laws in their everyday life. You will, 
therefore, pardon me, I trust, my brethren and sisters, for reading to 
you one of the revelations contained in the Book of Doctrine and 
Covenants. 
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Behold, blessed, saith the Lord, are they who have come up unto this 
land with an eye single to My glory, according to My commandments ; 

For them that live shall inherit the earth, and them that die shall rest 
from all their labors, and their works shall follow them, and they shall 
ae a crown in the mansions of My Father, which I have prepared for 
them ; 

Yea, blessed are they whose feet stand upon the land of Zion, who have 
obeyed My Gospel, for they shall receive for their reward the good things 
of the earth ; and it shall bring forth in its strength, 

And they shall also be crowned with blessings from above, yea, and with 
commandments not a few, and with revelations in their time; they that 
are faithful and diligent before Me. 

Wherefore I give unto them a sceeeement, saris thus: Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy might, mind and 
strength ; and in the name of Jesus Christ thou shalt serve Him. 

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Thou shalt not steal, neither 
commit adultery, nor kill, nor do anything like unto it. 

Thou shalt thank the Lord thy.God in all ehings, 

Thou shall offer a sacrifice unto the Lord thy in righteousness, even 
that of a broken heart and a contrite spirit. 

And that thou pares more fully keep thyself unspotted from the world, 
thou shalt go to the house of prayer an r up thy sacraments upon My 


holy day ; 

For verily this is a day appetabed unto you to rest from your labors, and 

to pay thy devotions unto the Most High ; 
evertheless, thy vows shall be offered up in righteousness on all days 
and at all times ; 

But remember that on this the Lord’s day, thou shalt offer thine obla- 
tions and thy sacraments unto the Most High, confessing thy sins unto 
thy brethren, and before the Lord. 

And on this day thou shalt do none other thing, only let thy food be 
prepared with yy of neers, that thy fasting may be perfect, or, in 
other words, that thy joy may be full 

Verily, this is fasting and prayer ; or, in other words, rejoicing and prayer. 

And inasmuch as ye do these things with thanksgiving, with cheerful 
hearts and countenances, not with much laughter, for this is sin, but with 
a glad heart and a cheerful countenance : 

erily, I say, that inasmuch as I do this, the fulness of the earth is 
yours; the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air, and that which 
clinbeth upon the trees and walketh upon the earth ; 

Yea, and the herb, and the good things which cometh of the earth, 
whether for food or for raiment, or for houses or for barns, or for orchards, 
or for gardens, or for vineyards ; 

Yea, all things which come of the earth, in the season thereof, are made 
- = ra and the use of man, both to please the eye and to gladden 

e heart ; 

Yea, for food and for raiment for taste and for smell, to strengthen the 
body and to enliven the soul. 

And it pleaseth God that he hath given all these things unto man ; for 
unto this end were they made to be used with judgment, not to excess, 
neither by extortion ; 

_And in nothing doth man offend God, or against none is His wrath 
kindled save those who confess not His hand in all things, and obey not 
His conmandments. 

Behold, this is according to the law and the prophets: wherefore, 
trouble me no more concerning this matter. 

But learn that he who doeth the works of righteousness shall receive his 
reward, even peace in this world, and eternal life in the world to come. 

I, the Lord, have spoken it, and the Spirit beareth record. Amen. 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 175 


In reading this revelation I do not expect that you will discover any- 
thing that you have not read before, and that you do not fully under- 
stand. Indeed, I think it would be very difficult now for any man to 
address a congregation of Latter-day Saints and give them instruction 
upon any subject which pertains to their present welfare and to their 
future progress in the work of the Lord which they have not already 
heard of or received in their hearts. We do not come here for the purpose 
of hearing new things, or receiving new revelation and new command- 
ments; but really we come together that we may have our minds refreshed 
-and our memories awakened, according to the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit which may rest upon us, in relation to those things which we have 
already heard and received, and for which we have been gathered together 
in order that we might put them into practice, that we might become the 
people of God in very deed. But I have found very often in my experience 
in reading over passages of Scripture that the Spirit has brought to my 
mind new light, and has shown up to my understanding thoughts and 
views which seemed to be new to me, notwithstanding I had been familiar 
with those Scriptures and had read them over and over again. In fact, 
there is a peculiarity which I have found accompanies the reading of the 
word of God, that whenever read it is calculated to refresh the soul, to 
revive the spirit of man, and to draw him nearer, if possible, to the foun- 
tain of light, truth, wisdom, love and knowledge. Therefore, it is a good 
thing for the Latter-day Saints to read very often the word of God as it is 
recorded in the Bible, the Book of Mormon and Doctrine and Covenants, 
and as it has beef discussed also by the leading Elders of the Church with 
a view to making plain the laws of God to the understanding of the chil- 
dren of men. And in reading the word of the Lord we should take into 
consideration its application to us under the circumstances and in the 
conditions in which we find ourselves, and we should reflect as to whether 
we are complying with the requirements of the Gospel or not, and whether 
we have the Spirit in our hearts which accompanies the work and word of 
the Lord. We should not read merely to say that we have read; but we 
should read with the Spirit and with the understanding, in order that we 
may be profited, and that the truth may be revealed, as far as possible, 
unto our understanding, and may be so impressed upon our minds that it 
will never depart from us, but will be in us like a fountain which springeth 
up unto everlasting life, and which shall be an unfailing source of truth, 
of light, of joy and of peace in our hearts continually. pe 

Behold, blessed, saith the Lord, are they who have come up unto this 
land with an eye single to My glory, pcan hn to My commandments. 

Now, I ask myself, am I blessed of the Lord because of my having come 
up into this land, agreeable to the commandments of God? Is my eye 
single to His glory, and am | seeking to keep His commandments? These 
- are the questions which arise in my mind. Am I really enjoying this 
promise and this blessing, and am I living so that I shall be worthy of a 
continuance of this blessing? If I am not, then why am I not, and what 
excuse shall I give that I am not receiving the blessing that is here prom- 
ised? What account will I be able to render of my stewardship and 


176 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. . 


the course which I am pursuing if this blessing is not realized by me in 
this land unto which the Lord has brought me? I have come here, what 
for? I came here in my childhood for the purpose of finding a place of 
safety, a place of rest, a home, somewhere where my head could lay in 
peace, undisturbed by the hand of mobs and of violence. I came here in 
fulfillment of the commandments of God. 

It is true, this revelation was given in 1831. It had, perchance, at that 
time reference directly to the land of Zion in Missouri. But it also applies 
to this land with just the same force and the same consistency as it applied 
to that land. For, mark you,.the land of Missouri is not alone the land of . 
Zion ; but wherever the people of God are gathered together and they 
sanctify the land through obedience to the commandments of God, that 
land will become a land of Zion unto them. This, therefore, is the land of 
Zion unto us. Men may ridicule the use of the word “Zion” as applied 
to this land in connection with this people; men may look upon its use 
with contempt and may despise it in their hearts; but if you are the 
people which you profess to be, and you are living according to your 
covenants, and are observing the commandments and statutes which God 
has given to you, then you are the people of the Lord. Perhaps you are 
not all the people that the Lord has in the world. We will not be so 
egotistical, or so vain, or so narrow in our hearts as to suppose that the 
Lord has no other people upon the broad face of the earth than this people; 
but we will concede that in every nation, among every tongue and every 
people the Lord has men and women who honor Him in their hearts, who 
love Him, and who are seeking to keep His commandments according to 
the knowledge which they possess and the understanding which they have. 
All honor be to them! We do not despise them, neither will we reject 
them nor cast them out. It is this class of people that the Elders of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are sent forth to hunt up and 
to gather out from the nations of the earth ; and wherever they are found 
and the Spirit of God has power to reach them, when they hear the voice 
of the Good Shepherd they know it, and they are willing to render obedi- 
ence to that voice and to the commandments of God. I verily believe 
that there are thousands and tens of thousands, and perchance millions, of 
the children of men to-day who know nothing about the truth of the 
mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith, and who have perhaps scarcely 
heard of the Book of Mormon, or of the Doctrine and Covenants, or of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, who are to-day, so far as they 
have knowledge, the children of God, and are blessed of Him, and are 
acknowledged and owned of Him as His children. We most cheerfully 
acknowledge this great truth—for it isa truth. If it were not, we would 
cease to send our Elders to hunt them out from the nations of the earth. 
Why, there is scarcely a man or a woman in the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints who has not been gathered out from the nations of the 
earth, or who has not descended from those who have been gathered ; and 
our kindred are still among the nations of the earth, and perhaps as 
honest as many of us are. Many of them never had the opportunities 
which we have had. They have not been favored as we have been with 
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opportunities of becoming acquainted with the principles of the Gospel and 
of receiving the witness of the Holy Spirit in their hearts. But the Lord 
knows these people, and He will feel after them, and the day will come 
when they will be gathered into the fold of Christ ; when they shall have 
the privilege of listening to the truth, to the inspiration of the Spirit, to 
the voice of the True Shepherd, and of becoming acquainted with the way 


of life and salvation. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. } 


HONOLULU. 


HONOLULU is picturesquely situated on the island of Oahu, facing a small 
harbor formed by a coral reef, which extends along the shore at the dis- 
tance of some 100 yards, and against which the swell of the sea breaks. 
Although there is plenty of water inside the quiet inner harbor, which is 
reached by a narrow channel, large vessels have to remain in the road- 
stead, which is capacious and perfectly safe. Approached from the sea, 
the white-latticed houses of Honolulu appear to nestle amongst groves of 
cocoanut palms, bread fruit, candle nuts, tamarinds, mangoes, bananas, and 
oranges, with the brilliant green of a narrow strip of sugar cane for a 
background, above which rise the mountains of Eka to a height of 6,000 
feet, while in the distance looms a lofty line of peaks lifted from the bot- 
tom of the sea by tremendous volcanic upheavals, riven here and there by 
green chasms and wide valleys, the latter being carefully cultivated to a 
distance of six or seven miles from the shore. The town in its business 
quarters along the waterside wharves looks common-place; but Honolulu 
proper, with its low-fronted houses fringing long, embowered lanes, shady 
and cool with over-hanging foliage, and gay with countless blossoms, 
presents a lovely aspect. There is no winter in these happy isles, and all 
the year round the garden fences are everywhere brilliant with red 
hibiscus, pomegranates, and oranges, inclosing all sorts of tropical and 
subtropical trees, including palms of many varieties, sweet perfumes filling 
the soft air around. 

Sir Edwin Arnold describes the beautiful scenery one meets along the 
line of the seabeach in the most glowing terms:—“On the way rice-fields 
—with the young plants in their tenderest green tint—alternate with 
copses of ironwood trees, acacias, and palms, and great breadths of 
banana-plantation, and always, on your right hand, thunders softly the 
far-off surf, shut from the beach by that girdle of gleaming emerald, the 
still water inside the coral reef. Every house along the beautiful highway 
running round to Diamond Head has this glorious sea-frontage of the 
golden sand, the green lagoon, the coral barrier, and the gleaming open 
ocean, and for bathing, fishing, and boating delights nothing anywhere 
could surpass it. We see the canoes of the natives come shooting in, like 
sea-arrows, from the main, on the white neck of a breaker; the paddles 
flashing, the men—wild with the pleasure of their strength and skill— 
singing at the top of their well-modulated voices, and no more afraid of 
the milky roll of that vast Pacific breaker than if it were one of their own 
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little white ponies. They are all accomplished swimmers, and do not 
seem at all afraid of the sharks, even if capsized outside the coral barrier. 
It is as good and manly a sight as 1 have ever seen upon the water, to 
watch these brown Kanakas drive their frail craft into the mid fury of the 
big wave, and then come ashore leaping and dashing with it, high in the 
air, amidst a storm of spray and broken blue water, safe and peaceful into 
the sleeping green sanctuary of the lagoon.” Honolulu just now attracts 
the special attention of the outside world, Liliuokalani having been de- 
prived of her throne by the revolutionary party, chiefly consisting of 
Americans, who for years have made strenuous efforts to procure the 
annexation of the Sandwich Islands to the United States. which, accord- 
ing to the latest news, is now an accomplished fact.—H xchange. 


A NEW DEFENSE RAM. 


A NOVEL fighting machine for the new navy is now in process of construc- 
tion at the iron works in Bath, Me., U.S.A. Nothing else of earth or air 
or sea very much resembles this new demon of naval warfare, for she is 
neither gunboat, cruiser, nor torpedo boat. 

She is, in fact, a ram, a ponderous steel boat of high engine power and 
very little exposure above water, the intentions of the creator being for 
her to jab her pointed prow clear through the mailed or unprotected sides 
of any possible enemy she may encounter in the defense of the American 
coast line. 

The new vessel is called the Ammen defense ram, after her inventor, and 
is the first of her type ever constructed. She is not yet finished, but is 
well under way, and could put to sea in a very short time if exigences of 
national relations demanded. In designing her, every feature that would 
tend to adapt her the better to her single mode of attack was carefully 
considered and developed to the highest practicable degree. 

Other warships, it is true, have powerful ram bows, and the reader has 
doubtless not failed to observe the dangerous spurs projecting from the 
bows of all our new cruisers. The value of ramming in modern naval 
warfare is not overlooked in any of the vessels now built. 

But other warships also carry powerful batteries of guns, and, as a rule, 
torpedo outfits. The gun, the torpedo, and the ram are the three great 
marine weapons, the greatest importance being usually attached to the 
gun. 

The Ammen ram, however, will have no torpedoes, nor will she carry any 
guns, “save four small, rapid- firing pieces, added to her equipment as an 
afterthought, with a view of affording some protection against boat 
attacks. She is a ram pure and simple, and nothing else. 

She is not intended to cruise, or to capture prizes, or to bombard cities 
and forts. Her single mission is to sally forth from a threatened home 
port and to attack the hostile vessels, sinking them by means of blows 

from her deadly beak. 
_ Lying low in the water, she offers a poor target to the enemy’s guns; 
and even if struck she is impervious to projectiles, which would be harm- 
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lessly deflected from her curved “turtle-back” deck, clad with thick steel 
armor. 

Upon sighting the enemy, the captain of the ram would enter his con- 
ning tower, the walls of which are formed of eighteen inches of solid steel, 
and in this safe retreat he would direct the movements of his destructive 
craft, his attention undiverted by guns or torpedoes, and his confidence 
and coolness strengthened by the knowledge that his vessel is practically 
invulnerable to hostile guns. 

He would dash at his foe relentlessly, seeking to strike him a fair blow, 
which, when properly delivered, would almost surely disable, if it did not 
at once sink, the most powerful battleship that was ever built.—Scientijfic 
Amerwcan. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


A great fire occurred at Pekin, China, January 7, in which 10,000 houses were destroyed 
and many lives lost. 


On February 26, the accumulation of ice at Christianiafjord had increased to such an 
extent that Port Christiania was completely blocked. 


A special agent has been appointed to make a report to the Treasury Department on 
the tinplate industry in the United States, with a view to repealing the duty of four cents 
a pound on imported tin after July 1 next. 

The Danube has overflowed its banks between Losonez and Fuelero, and carried away 
several railway bridges. The village of Bogyziszlo is flooded, and in the commune of 
Uozok, as a measure of precaution, the women and children have been removed to safe 
quarters. 

The factory of the Minnesota Shoe Company, St. Paul, Minn., was destroyed by fire 
on February 27. The damage is estimated at $200,000. Two members of the brigade 
who were directing a hose were fatally injured. The fire is attributed to spontaneous 
combustion. 

The county insane asylum, four miles from Dover, N. H., U.S.A., was burned on 
February 9, and out of forty-eight inmates forty-four were burned to death. The main 
building, used as a poor house, in which were over a hundred inmates, caught fire, but 


was saved by the efforts of the poor, who carried pails of water and extinguished the 
flames, 


The railway traffic in the Canadian Northwest is much obstructed by immense snow- 
drifts, and many people are said to be missing. The storms have prevented freight trains 
from moving, and a coal famine exists at many points. Grist mills and other establish- 
ments have been compelled to close owing to the impossibility of getting fuel. It is feared 
many fatalities will become known when the storm has entirely abated. 


A destructive cyclone on March 4, is reported from Mississippi and Alabama It also 
swept over a number of counties in Georgia. Reports are now coming in from all three 
states of the immense amount of damage done in the towns. At the town of Barnet 
Station, in Mississippi, in addition to the almost complete wrecking of the place, there 
was great loss of life, fourteen persons being killed and twenty others more or less injured. 

A feeling of alarm prevails among the officials connected with the management of the 
World’s Fair, lest the exposition may not be ready at the appointed time. The terrible 
winter threatens to‘upset the calculation of the management. A succession of snow- 
storms and blizzards, alternating with days of a most midsummer rainfalls, has rendered 
the task of operations being proceeded with at times almost impossible. The worst 
blizzard experienced for the last ten years swooped down on the country on March 1, 
covering the land with six feet of snow. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, MARCH 13, 1893: 


WHY WE GATHER. 


Wir the coming of spring a renewed interest is awakened within the 
hearts of the Saints, who are still in the world, to gather with the body 
of the Church. With many this feeling is increased, owing to the approach- 
ing completion of the Salt Lake Temple, by a desire which they have had 
to be present at the dedicatory services. There are at present some 2,600 
Saints in Great Britain, how many of these have been prevented from 
gathering in former years by circumstances beyond their control, it is not 
our present purpose to inquire. . They have all received the Gospel and 
most of them have also received the spirit of gathering, and are looking 
forward to a time when they shall have the privilege of going to Zion ; 
many will emigrate this year, inspired by various motives, and we deem 
it well to make a few observations upon what should be our main purpose 
in obeying the principle of gathering. These will apply as well to those 
who have gathered in former years as to those who may do so in the 
future. 

The principle of gathering, and purpose for which that revelation was 
given, has to a great extent been lost sight of by the Saints in the world. In 
the early days of the Church, as soon as a person received the Gospel by 
being baptized, he had a desire to gather with the Saints; the trials, priva- 
tions and hardships, to be endured in a long and tedious journey over land 
or sea, were accounted more than paid for in the privilege of dwellirg in 
peace with those of his own faith. If money matters were considered at 
all, it was in the light of a sacrifice which he was making without the hope 
of recovering. He was going to a new country, and did not expect to 
find relatives at his journey’ end. All this is changed. Emigration 
is now looked forward to, by some, as a deliverance from the poverty and 
distress in which they are placed; as tending to an improvement in their 
financial matters by those who have means; and by others to join friends 
and relatives who have gone to Utah in former yegrs. Now, while 
these matters are well enough in their places, they should be subordinate 
to the design which the Lord had in view in calling His people to come 
out of the world; and they should not be the controlling ideas with 
emigrating Saints, True, the financial circumstances of the Saints 
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have been improved and the earth has been blessed for the Saints’ sake, 
but we are liable to be led into error; by forgetting the purposes of God 
we are likely to forget God as well. 

In a revelation given to the Prophet Joseph Smith, September, 1830, 
some of the reasons why we should gather are given as follows: 

Wherefore the decree has gone forth from the Father, that they shall be 

thered in unto one place upon the face of this land, to prepare their 

earts and be prepared in al] thines against the day when tribulation and 
desolation are sent forth upon the wiled. 

“The decree has gone forth.” This is a direct command from God, and 
our obeying it is an acknowledgment of our faith in Him, and the desire 
we have to carry out His purposes upon the earth. It would seem that 
our hearts needed preparing and that He would have us pass through a 
school of experience, to educate us, that we might be prepared for that 
time of tribulation, and not be taken by surprise. 

We are looking for God’s will to be done upon earth as it is done in 
heaven. Do our hearts need “preparing” for an event of that magnitude? 
Would we be willing to accept a condition of that kind? Some would, 
while others would prefer to have the Lord a long way off, unless they 
could give instructions as to what He should do. Well, now, we have to 
be dealt with as men; our common weakness cannot be subdued in a day. 
The Lord understands this; also that by being separated from the wicked 
we are less liable to be led into temptation. We can understand that people 
coming from nearly every nation upon the earth, and all walks of life, have 
the customs and traditions of years to overcome before they can unite freely 
in social, business and religious unions, one with the other. Where can 
this preparation be better attended to than in Zion, where the Church is 
organized? We have received the Gospel, and in many cases the Holy 
Ghost has come to testify of its truth, but this is only the beginning. We 
claim that the Gospel has been restored in its fulness to the earth; that it 
has Apostles, Prophets, etc., a complete organization to regulate the affairs 
of man upon the earth, and in all conditions. Now, of what avail is this 
Priesthood unless we are in places where we can use it, and in a proper 
manner. But to do so it is necessary to be in communities, where we can 
be taught in the way of God; have our “hearts prepared” by constant 
association with kindred spirits; learn to overcome imperfections in our 
natures; have charity, and every God-like virtue, that. we may .be proof 
against “tribulation.” Learn to think as we pray, “We submit ourselves 
unto Thy providence,” and saying it mean it, understanding that God is 
above all, and that what may seem a present ill is a future good, if accepted 
and used, by learning the lesson it was meant to impart. 

In the days of Enoch, he gathered the people together, and was re- 
warded by a perfect city, in which there were no poor, every man loving 
his neighbor as himself, and a spirit of love and peace pervaded the 
hearts of all the inhabitants. This was the result of living in harmony 
with God’s law, which had been given for their government. When the 
day of tribulation came upon the earth they were “prepared against it.” 

The Aaronic Priesthood holds an important place in preparing the 
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hearts of the people, dealing, as it does, with their temporal and spiritual 
welfare. The bishop as the father of his ward understands the wants of 
his people. If there are any poor who are needing aid they will be looked 
after, the sick administered to, and those who may be in sorrow com- 
forted; our sons and daughters better instructed in the faith of the 
Gospel, and when marriages are contracted they can be among our own 
people. All of these things can be better attended to in communities, 
than when scattered abroad. 

We gather then, or should do, because God has required it, and that we 
may more perfectly aid in accomplishing His purpose relating to the earth, 
by learning of His ways, His will concerning us, what we should do, and 
how He will have us do it. E. 


Tue Non-Conformists of Wales are trying to have a bill passed entitled 
the “Place of Worship Enfranchisement Bill.” Its object is to enable 
religious societies to make absolute purchase of grounds upon which their 
churches are built, or of grounds needed for that purpose. This bill was 
under consideration in the House of Commons recently, and at the con- 
clusion of a speech by Mr. Willer, favoring the measure, Mr. Stanley 
Leighton asked would the bill include Spiritualists, Secularists, or Mor- 
mons. One of the Hon. gentlemen remarked that, while he was not a 
follower of Islam, would—if there were a sufficient number of people 
devoted to that form of worship—allow them to avail themselves of the 
provisions of the bill. And why should not all religious communities be 
placed upon an equal footing. Some might object, saying that this or 
that was not a religious society; but who is to determine what religion 
is? Would the various churches throughout Great Britain be willing 
to have the Church of England act as judge? or would the established 
church have the Pope pass upon its qualifications to be called religious? 
No; we think not. Well, then, how shall we determine? By numbers; 
the style of dress that is worn; the food we eat; or the being or object 
that is worshiped? Any of these might serve the fanatic. But how long 
will it take the Christian-professing world to learn that religion is a matter 
in which every man should be free to choose for himself. It is now 
nearly 1900 years since Christ came upon the earth; yet, very imperfectly 
has the lesson of His life been learned, when we come to deal with those 
not of the same faith as ourselves. It is not unusual for “Mormons” to 
be heard of in Congress. Has a new era opened in the British Isles? 


RELIGION is nothing else but the purifying and refining nature by grace 
—the raising and exalting our faculties and capacities by wisdom and 
virtue. Religious perfection, therefore, is nothing else but the moral 
accomplishment of human nature—such a maturity of virtue as man in 
life is capable of; conversion begins, perfection consummates the habit of 
righteousness: in the one, religion is as it were in its infancy; in the 
other, in its strength and manhood; so that perfection, in short, is nothing 
but a ripe and settled habit of true holiness. According to this notion of 
religious perfection, he is a perfect man whose mind is pure and vigorous, 
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and his body tame and obsequious—whose faith is firm and steady, his 
love ardent and exalted, and his hope full of assurance—whose religion 
has in it that ardor and constancy, and his soul that tranquility and 
pleasure, which bespeak him a child of the light and of the day—a par- 
taker of the divine nature, and raised above the corruption that is in the 
world through lust. 


THE condition of the people at Brisbane, a town on the east coast of 
Australia, in the province of Queensland, must be very distressing. They 
have been cut off from land communication with the neighboring towns for 
nearly three weeks. Heavy and continuous rains have caused floods that 
have destroyed over 500 houses, forcing many of the inhabitants to seek 
safety in the hills, to reach which they have had to use boats. Water 
stands forty feet deep in the principal streets, and in the lower part of the 
town buildings sixty feet high are covered. Like all public calamities, 
the poorer people are the principal sufferers. Thousands have lost all 
they had, including their homes, and are in the greatest distress. Govern- 
ment is doing what it can to alleviate as much as possible their sufferings, 
by supplying food to the most necessitous. The losses sustained are esti- 
mated at $15,000,000. 


PRESIDENT GROVER CLEVELAND was inaugurated at Washington on 
Saturday, March 4. Following is his cabinet: Secretary of State, Walter 
Gresham, Illinois; Secretary of the Treasury, John G. Carlisle, Kentucky ; 
Secretary of War, Daniel S. Lamont, New York; Attorney-General, 
Richard Olney, Massachusettes; Postmaster-General, Wilson S. Bissell, 
New York; Secretary of the Navy, Hilary A. Herbert, Alabama; Secretary 
of the Interior, Hoke Smith, Georgia ; Secretary of Agriculture, Julius 
Sterling Morton, Nebraska. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder E. A. Stratford is released as 
traveling Elder in the Manchester Conference, and appointed to labor in 
the Liverpool office. 

Elder R. S. Watson is honorably released as traveling Elder in the Scot- 
tish Conference, to return home. 


HOW THE DAYS FOLLOW EACH OTHER. 


QuEsTions of time and chronology are always puzzling. When does a 
day begin? Where does Saturday or Sunday begin? Is Sunday universal 
over the earth, or is it partly Sunday and partly Saturday or Monday or 
some other day? Is to-day the same day of the month at New York and 
New Zealand, at Bombay and at San Francisco? Let me say that there is 
always day and night on the globe—that is to say, somewhere it is always 
perpetual day and somewhere perpetual night around the world. The 
sun is always waking up the morning and chasing away the shadows of 
night. And night is always following up the day. Where, then, does the 
day begin? Now, suppose we begin our investigation of this subject at 
Chicago, near the ninetieth meridian of west longitude, on, say, Saturday 
morning at 6 o'clock, we shall find the local time of New York to be 


184 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


7 o'clock a.m.; 10 a.m. at the Azores in mid-Atlantic, noon at London, 7:30 
p.m. at Pekin, China, while at New Zealand the day is drawing to a close. 
Thus it is early morning at Chicago, breakfast time in New York, dinner 
time in London, and supper time in Pekin a]] the same day. 

Suppose now we take a step to the westward of Chicago. It is 4 a.m. 
at San Francisco and 1:30 at Honolulu. But all this is Saturday, a civil 
day twenty-four hours long, and as the civil day begins at midnight, it is 
evident that this particular day was born a little to the west of Honolulu. 
Civil days are divided with two periods of twelve hours each; hence all 
clock dials are divided into twelve spaces of one hour each. Toa person 
living at Honolulu, then, Saturday has just begun; to one living in London 
it is noon of Saturday ; to one living in New Zealand Saturday is nearly 
over and he is sleeping into Sunday morning ; to a resident of Chicago 
Sunday is eighteen hours away, while to a Londoner it is but twelve hours 
away. Now it is clear that by the time Sunday gets to Honolulu, it is 
Monday morning at New Zealand. Though Honolulu and New Zealand 
are not far apart in longitude, they are widely apart as regards latitude, 
the one being in north and the other in south latitude. But latitude does 
not affect time. The people of Europe have observed their Sunday while 
the people of the United States are sleeping, and while the people of the 
United States are observing their Sunday, the people of Europe are sleep- 
ing into Monday morning. It is evident, therefore, that for purposes of 
commerce and navigation there must be a beginning somewhere of a day, 
at some point on the earth a day must begin and end, that is, the com- 
mercial civil day; Saturday, for instance, the day we have just been 
describing. 

The maritime powers of the world have agreed to regard the 180th de- 
gree of longitude from London (or Greenwich) as the point where the day 
changes. This meridian, therefore, leads the day. Its passage under the 
180th or midnight celestial meridian marks the beginning of a new day 
for the earth ; here to-day becomes to-morrow. We have a new date for 
the month, and a new day for the week in the transition. It is here that 
Saturday ends and Sunday begins. It is here, then, that Sunday was born, 
just to the west of Honolulu, but bear in mind that the day travels west- 
ward ; therefore, this new-born day does not visit Honolulu until it has 
made the circuit of the round globe. Honolulu and New Zealand are only 
about 30 degress apart in longitude, but they are a whole day apart as 
regards any particular day, because the point at which the day changes 
lies between them.—Geographical Magazine. 


DISTRICT MEETING OF THE LEEDS CONFERENCE. 


MInvuTEs of the district meeting of the Leeds Conference held at Temper- 
ance Hall, Leeds Road, Bradford, February, 19, 1893. There were present: 
Andrew Morrison, President of the Sheffield Conference; Jos. H. Salis- 
bury, traveling Elder in the Cheltenham Conference; Rodney Hillam, Jr., 
President of, and Timothy Jones, Wm. Crowther, J. M. Kerr, D. Wilcken, 
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G. H. Hall, G. D. Snell, Jr., Edward Fernley, G. D. Merkley, Samuel Wes- 
ton and Chas. Tillotson traveling Elders in the Leeds Conference. 

10:30 a.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Weston. Singing. 

President Hillam said the Saints have again met for the purpose of get- 
ting light and intelligence appertaining to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and 
he hoped that all would concentrate their minds upon God, His laws and 
purposes. | 

Elder Jones said faith was the beginning of all righteousness. In its 
simplest sense it is the assent of the mind and its assurance of the exis- 
tence of things unseen by the natural eye. In another sense it is a motive 
power or the moving cause of all action in intelligent beings, and stimu- 
lates us on to action and good works. It reaches up to the heavenly 
spheres and lays hold upon eternal things, and, consequently, is the first 
principle of revealed religion. 

Elder Salisbury said salvation in the kingdom of God is predicated upon 
obedience to certain laws which were taught by our Lord while among 
men, but through transgression the authority to administer these laws had 
been lost. But the time came when this authority was again restored unto 
men through the Prophet Joseph Smith, and is being preached in all the 
world as a witness unto all nations, in fulfillment of a prophecy made by 
Jesus some eighteen hundred years ago. 

Elder Snell said God is the author and revealer of true religion. Man 
may invent and arrange methods of worship, imagine and think out 
doctrines, but they are of no value as a means of salvation, for God imnust 
be approached and served in the manner in which He appoints. Accord- 
ing to the testimony of Jesus, a man must be born of water and of the spirit 
or he cannot enter into the kingdom of God, Jesus himself having complied 
with these ordinances in order to fulfil al] righteousness. 

President Hillam referred to the testimony borne by the previous 
speakers in relation to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and implored all to 
investigate and compare the statements made with the teachings and 
writings of the Apostles. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Tillotson. 

2:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Crowther. Singing. 

Sacrament was administered by Elders Wilcken and Kerr. 

Elder Hall addressed the congregation during the afternoon upon the 
setting up of the kindom of God in the days of the Apostles. John the 
Baptist came before the Savior to prepare His way, and calling upon the 
people to repent for the kingdom of heaven was at hand. The Savior com- 
plied with the ordinance of baptism. He was acknowledged from heaven, 
and commenced His ministry by choosing twelve Apostles and sending 
them forth to preach the Gospel of faith, repentance, and baptism for the 
remission of sins. Shortly after the Savior was taken and crucified, He 
appeared, after His resurrection, unto His Apostles, and gave them the 
necessary authority and their commission to go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature, but they were commanded not to 
commence their mission until endowed with power from on high. Other 
officers were chosen and sent forth, two by two, to administer the laws of 
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the Gospel. The kingdom grew with great rapidity, but many soon became 
lukewarm; false prophets and teachers arose among them, teaching for 
doctrine their own commandments, perverting the doctrines of Jesus, and 
many followed after their pernicious deception. All the officers except 
one were taken and put to death, the laws were transgressed, the ordi- 
nances changed, and the covenant broken. But a just God has decreed 
that He would again assert His power and authority upon the earth, and 
re-establish His kingdom, and in order to do so it was necessary to send 
an angel to prepare the way for His second coming, which is nigh at hand. 
Speaker reviewed the evidence given in relation to the re-establishment 
of the kingdom of God upon the earth in the last days, and presented the 
claims made by the Latter-day Saints. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Fernley. 

6:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Kerr. Singing. 

Elder Morrison spoke of the many conflicting theories and doctrines 
taught by men. They cannot all be inspired by the Spirit of God, for the 
Holy Ghost, says Jesus to His Apostles, shall testify of me, and enable 
you to teach all things whatsoever I have commanded you. The Apostle 
Paul plainly tells us, in writing to the Hebrews, that the doctrines of 
Christ are faith, repentance, baptism, and the laying on of the hands of 
an authorized,servant of God. The speaker closed by testifying to the 
restoration of the Gospel of Christ as taught by the Latter-day Saints. 

President Hillam spoke upon the principles of the Gospel of Christ, and 
of the revelations of God given unto John while banished upon the Isle 
of Patmos in relation to the manner in which it should be restored in the 
last days to every nation, kindred, tongue, and every people, which proved 
conclusively that an apostacy has pervaded the earth. He bore strong 
testimony to the restoration of the Gospel through the Prophet Joseph 
Smith. 

Elder Merkley bore testimony to the truths of the doctrine and principles 
presented, and asked all to ask God for a witness and they should know 
that our testimony was true. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Wilcken. G. D. SNELL, JR., Clerk. 


UTAH NEWS. 


| (Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
Spanish Fork is going to plant over 600 acres in beets this year. 
The Idaho Legislature has passed a bill repealing the Mormon test oath. 
Ogden is to bave an ice manufactory plant, which is to be in operation by May 1. 
Diphtheria has found its way into Alpine, Utah. Scarlatina is also prevailing there. 


The Mammoth mine at Tintic has closed down, throwing several hundred men out of 
work. 


— canyon, and a bed of 
lithographing stone. 

The County Court of Salt Lake county has issued a call for a special election to be 
held March 11, 1893, to vote on the question of issuing $300,000, twenty-year 5 per cent. 
county bonds. 


| 
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The produce and commission house of Waldram, Dean & Oo., Ogden, have assigned, 
the assignee being M. W. Butler. 

The Utah Sugar Company made 1,500,000 pounds of granulated sugar in 1892. They 
expect to double that amount this year. 


At Washington, February 13, Senator Stewart introduced a bill to pay George Q. 
Cannon $25,000 on a forfeited bail bond. 


The Salt Lake City Chamber of Commerce have petitioned the Union Pacific Railway 
to extend its road from Milford to Pioche. 


A fire broke out in the grocery store of P. P. Hinemarsh, Provo, at 3 o’clock on Feb- 
ruary 12. The stock was damaged to the amount of $2,000, 


The City Council of Salt Lake City appropriated $25,000 to aid the copper plant, over 
Mayor Baskin’s veto. The mayor claims the grant is illegal. 

At Pleasant View, Ogden, February 13, a fire at ao early hour in the morning destroyed 
James Jensen’s store. The loss will reach $2.000; insurance $1,300. 


The wife of B. W. Drigg, Jr., of Salt Lake City, died at Pleasant Grove on February 5. 
She was the daughter of the late Bishop Harrington of American Fork. 


The Ogden Chamber of Commerce are considering a proposition from the Western Safe 
& Vault Company, to erect a large factory in or near that city, in consideration of a cash 
or land bonus of $25,000. 


Prince David, son of the deposed queen of the Hawaiian Islands, and the Hon. Paul 
Newman, the head of the queen’s council, were expected at Salt Lake, on February 13. 
They are on their way to Washington to protest against Uncle Sam annexing her majesty’s 
subjects to the United States. 

Thomas H. Turner, of Z. C. M.I., while at Logan being married, had his newly 
furnished house completely rifled; every thing, including his wife’s wardrobe, the carpets 
from the floor and the kitchen stove was taken. Not content with this they killed his 
cow, leaving nothing but hide and horns. 


The German Hebrew colony for Millard county, which bas secured 160,000 acres of land 
near Leamington, Millard (o., Utah, has contracted with the Leamington Water & 
Land Company for a water right for 125,000 acres. The Water & Land Company have 
voted to increase their capital stock to $3,000,000. 


On Sunday afternoon, February 12, at Ogden, the first snow slide of the season occurred 
in Middle Fork canyon. Three of Billy Wilson’s logging teams and their drivers were 
caught in the slide and buried under from five to twelve feet of snow. The logyers 
organized and succeeded in getting the men and one team out, more dead than alive, but 
the other horses were dead. The snow in the canyons and on the mountains is very 
heavy, and more slides, some of serious proportions, may occur before spring. 

While the funeral services over the remains of U. L. Taylor were being held in the 
main building of the Springville meeting house, a fire was discovered in the vestry, which 
came near destroying the entire building. The men present worked hard and succeeded 
in extinquishing the fire, but not before the carpet and furniture of the vestry were de- 
stroyed. The fire was caused by a defective flue. A large fire had been kindled in the 
vestry stove, and the ceiling caught fire from the stove pipe. 


The proposition made by Messrs. Posey & Green to erect a copper smelting works, at 
or near Salt Lake City, to cost not less than $500,000 and give employment to 300 hands, 
has been accepted by the citizens of Salt Lake City. They give a bonus of $100,000 in 
cash and 160 acres of land. In addition to a copper smelter there is to be an electro- 
lytical refinery, by which the silver and gold can be parted and the copper made abso- 
lutely pure. An important part of the concern in a manufacturing sense will be the 
introduction of machinery for making copper wire. The copper will leave the refinery 
ready to be drawn out into wire, the silver ready for the jeweler or mint, and the gold 
ready to manufacture into souvenir spoons, every part ready for the market. _ 


